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Good morning and welcome back and yes this is not our parents’ world anymore. It definitely is up to each of us to 
be proactive and compliant when dealing with this pandemic world crisis. Mitch and Audrey certainly touched on all 
the protocols we have in place. So, I thought I would focus on our legislated responsibilities as an employer and a 
worker when it comes to safety procedures and equipment. 

We are governed by the OHSA Industrial Regulations 851 

Duties of employers 
25 (1) An employer shall ensure that, 

• the equipment, materials and protective devices as prescribed are provided; 
• the equipment, materials and protective devices provided by the employer are maintained in good 

condition; 
• the measures and procedures prescribed are carried out in the workplace; 
• the equipment, materials and protective devices provided by the employer are used as prescribed; and 
• provide information, instruction and supervision to a worker to protect the health or safety of the 

worker; 
•  take every precaution reasonable in the circumstances for the protection of a worker 

Duties of workers 
28 (1) A worker shall, 

(a)  work in compliance with the provisions of this Act and the regulations; 
(b)  use or wear the equipment, protective devices or clothing that the worker’s employer requires to be used 

or worn; 
(c)  report to his or her employer or supervisor the absence of or defect in any equipment or protective device 

of which the worker is aware and which may endanger himself, herself or another worker; and 

Idem 
(2) No worker shall, 

(a)  remove or make ineffective any protective device required by the regulations or by his or her employer, 
without providing an adequate temporary protective device and when the need for removing or making 
ineffective the protective device has ceased, the protective device shall be replaced immediately; 

(b)  use or operate any equipment, machine, device or thing or work in a manner that may endanger himself, 
herself or any other worker; or 

(c)  engage in any prank, contest, feat of strength, unnecessary running or rough and boisterous conduct. 

So, please keep these regulations in mind as we conduct our everyday business. 

As a Safety Professional or Safety guy or dude. I know I personally hated Stats class when I attended Algonquin 
College in a galaxy long long ago. But that’s because it was scheduled Friday’s at 3pm. Really come on. 

But statistics are a guilty pleasure, and we certainly have learned a new vocabulary in the past few months such as 
“flattening the curve” “social distancing” “face coverings” and of course “the bubble” and this is accomplished 
through compliance with the PHU protocols and Ontario’s phased in approach.  
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) statistics 
Ontario cases 
Updated Aug. 24 at 9:26 a.m. local 

Confirmed 
41,402 
+115 

Deaths 
2,797 

Recovered 
37,595 
+108 

Canada cases 
Updated Aug. 24 at 9:26 a.m. local 

Confirmed 
124,896 
+267 

Deaths 
9,073 
+2 

Recovered 
111,112 
+214 

Global cases 
Updated Aug. 24 at 9:26 a.m. local 

Confirmed 
23,424,844 
+304,014 

Deaths 
808,716 
+6,023 

Recovered 
15,150,767 
+308,385 
 

As a district and province we are certainly flattening and descending the curve because of our commitment to 
protocols. From all that I have read and researched face coverings will be our new fashion accessory for a pro-longed 
period of time in order to be prepared for the next phase of COVID and the flu season. This will certainly aid in not 
impacting our hospitals and front line staff. I hope you had a wonderful summer and will enjoy the cooler weather 
approaching please continue to follow the guidelines and Be safe! 
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