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Library 
Resources

• Physical Resources

• Library Website

• Subject Guides

• Research/Video Databases

• Ask-The-Library

• Resource Repository

Library Website Digital Resources Resource Repository

3

https://libguides.northernc.on.ca/home
https://libguides.northernc.on.ca/home
https://libguides.northernc.on.ca/c.php?g=724532&p=5187228


Library 
Website

libguides.northernc.on.ca/home

Subject GuidesSearching the 

Catalogue
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Ask-The-Library



Digital 
Resources

eBooks eVideos

Periodicals & 

Magazines
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Research Databases



Questions?
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Open 
Education 
Resources

(OER)

Curating Adapting Teaching

Licensing Faculty Using

OERS @ Northern
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Who do I 

ask for help?



What is an 
Open 

Educational 
Resource?
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“Open Educational Resources (OERs) are 

any type of educational materials that 

are in the public domain or introduced 

with an open license. The nature 

of these open materials means that 

anyone can legally and freely copy, 

use, adapt and re-share them. OERs 

range from textbooks to curricula, 

syllabi, lecture notes, 

assignments, tests, projects, audio, 

video and animation.”

UNESCO
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open = free?

open = free



5 R 
Permissions
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perpetual, 
irrevocable, 

free 
permissions
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Understanding 
Creative 

Commons 
Licensing
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Attribution-NoDerivs: You may not alter, 
transform, or build upon this work.

Attribution-ShareAlike: If you alter, transform, 
or build upon this work, you may distribute the 
resulting work only under the same or similar 
license to this one.

Attribution-NonCommercial: You may not use 
this work for commercial purposes.

Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs: You may 
not use this work for commercial purposes; you 
may not alter, transform, or build upon this 
work.

Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike: You 
may not use this work for commercial purposes; 
if you alter, transform, or build upon this work, 
you may distribute the resulting work only 
under the same or similar license to this one.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.5/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.5/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.5/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.5/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/


What are 
the benefits 

of using 
OER?
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• Improves Student Success

• Provides flexibility to faculty



Finding 
and 

Curating
OERs
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Generic 
OER 

Repositories
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The following resources provide 

free access to course materials 

such as assignments, readings, 

lecture notes, presentations, 

educational videos, and more.

Wikipedia Commons 

offers a comprehensive 

listing of many major 

sources of CC material 

across various domains.

A curated collection of 

OERs, including 

assignments, drills, full 

courses, presentations, 

and textbooks.

Large repository for 

OERs, including 

activities, assessments, 

lecture notes, lesson 

plans, and more.

A huge open collection 

of MIT’s course 

content. Material from 

2260 courses across all 

disciplines available.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_major_Creative_Commons_licensed_works
https://www.merlot.org/merlot/index.htm
https://www.oercommons.org/
https://ocw.mit.edu/index.htm


Textbook 
OER 

Repositories
16

Students and faculty 

can browse, view, and 

download 180 free 

open textbooks for use 

in their courses.

A curated collection of over 
150 of the best open textbooks 
from other sources. Most book 
pages include comprehensive 

reviews by Canadian 
professors.

A collection of open 

textbooks on a variety 

of subjects created by 

the University of 

Minnesota.

A nonprofit organization 
and initiative of Rice 

University dedicated to 
publishing quality Open 

Access Textbooks in a 
range of disciplines.

A listing free online 
computer science, 
engineering, and 

programming books, 
textbooks, and lecture 

notes.

https://openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca/
https://open.bccampus.ca/browse-our-collection/find-open-textbooks/
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/
https://openstax.org/
https://www.freetechbooks.com/


Journal 
Article OER 
Repositories 17

JURN is an open 

access journal article 

search engine 

dedicated to the Arts 

and the Humanities.

A collection of over 

10,000 publications, 

aimed at creating a 

comprehensive index of 

Open Access journals.

Freely available 
biomedical and life 

science journal articles 
compiled by the US 

National Institutes of 
Health’s National 

Library of Medicine

BioMed 
Central contains 

260 journals in the 
fields of science, 
technology, and 

medicine.

http://www.jurn.org/
https://doaj.org/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/
https://www.biomedcentral.com/


Image/Media
OER 

Repositories
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Contains over 27 

million freely usable 

media files, including 

images, sounds, and 

videos.

The Internet Archive is 

a non-profit library of 

free books, movies, 

music, and more.

Search for images, 

music, video, and 

other media protected 

under a Creative 

Commons Licence.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://archive.org/index.php
https://search.creativecommons.org/


Adopting an 
OER

19

• Find the right textbook

• Review and evaluate

• Distribute to learners

– Provide the link to the textbook

– Provide a downloaded copy

– Make a print copy available

Let the Library know!



Adapting
OER
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Things to 
remember

when 
adapting
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• Check the license

• Track your changes

• Consider the format, publishing 
and storage

• Make it accessible

• Let the Library know you are 
adapting a book!



Teaching
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Faculty Using

OERS @ 

NorthernCynthia Gubbels
Tracie Howieson



Cynthia 
Gubbels

Q&A
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The Collegial Centre for Educational 

Materials Development

Infants & Toddlers

Observation and Assessment in Early 

Childhood Education OER Commons

O

Observation and Assessment in 
Early Childhood Education Libre 
Texts

https://mailnortherncon-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arsenaults_northern_on_ca/Ea9ha-v1qVJMmvdLC0W07dMBLb4sGzxbnngKvgYgn7INoQ?e=Avegoo
https://www.ccdmd.qc.ca/eng
http://toddlers.ccdmd.qc.ca/about
https://www.oercommons.org/courses/observation-and-assessment-in-early-childhood-education-2
https://socialsci.libretexts.org/Bookshelves/Early_Childhood_Education/Book%3A_Observation_and_Assessment_in_Early_Childhood_Education_(Peterson_and_Elam)


Tracie 
Howieson
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• Human Behavior and the Social Environment I by 

Susan Tyler

• Introduction to Sociology – 2nd Canadian 

Edition by William Little

• Human Behavior and the Social Environment Mashup

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/880
https://opentextbc.ca/introductiontosociology2ndedition/
https://mailnortherncon-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/arsenaults_northern_on_ca/Ef4zNeSpSONAqnDBvll1itsB9O4KBkm7Tf95SGfczw9F9A?e=bvFeoi


Who Do I Ask 
for Help?



Looking for 
an OER?
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Searching/Using/Licensing
• Library

Shannon Arsenault

libraryt@

northern.on.ca

705.235.7150

Brenda Morissette

libraryh@

northern.on.ca

705.672.3376 

ext. 8806

Wenliang Wang

libraryk

@northern.on.ca

705.567.9291 

ext. 3700

mailto:libraryt@northern.on.ca
mailto:libraryt@northern.on.ca
mailto:libraryh@northern.on.ca
mailto:libraryh@northern.on.ca
mailto:libraryk@northern.on.ca
mailto:libraryk@northern.on.ca


The 
Learning 
Portal -

OER 
Toolkit
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Click here to go to The OER Toolkit

https://tlp-lpa.ca/oer-toolkit/home


Need Help 
Adapting 
an OER?
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Adapting/Evaluating
• Subject Matter 

Experts (SMEs)
• Instructional Designers

...LEID!

Kayode Arowolo

Educational 

Development & 

Quality Assurance

Shannon Arsenault

Senior Library 

Technician

Roseanne Clyburn

Professor – Business

Janna Duval

Instructional Designer

Jennifer Huggins

Professor, Business & 

Office Administration

Voula Zafiris

Professor - Law Clerk, 

Business

mailto:arowolok@northern.on.ca
mailto:Arsenaults@northern.on.ca
mailto:clyburnr@northern.on.ca
mailto:duvalj@northern.on.ca
mailto:hugginsj@northern.on.ca
mailto:zafirisv@northern.on.ca


Publisher 
Breakout 

Rooms
Pearson Elsevier
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Emond Publishing McGraw Hill



Image 
Attributions
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• Title Slide: Photo by Ian Schneider on Unsplash

• Library Website Slide: Multiple people identifier indicated on the file name, CC BY -SA 4.0 

<https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0>, via Wikimedia Commons, Photo by 

John Schnobrich on Unsplash , Photo by Diego PH on Unsplash

• Digital Resources Slide: Photo by Rita Morais on Unsplash

• Open Education Resources: Photo by Markus Winkler on Unsplash , Photo by Glenn 

Carstens-Peters on Unsplash , Photo by heylagostechie on Unsplash , Five by Five, CC0, via 

Wikimedia Commons, Photo by Fábio Lucas on Unsplash , Photo by Simone Secci on 

Unsplash

• What Does an OER Look Like? Slide: OER Can Be and the associated images are a 

derivative of the BCOER Poster by BCcampus, licensed under CC BY 4.0

• Looking for an OER? Slide: Photo by Azhar on Unsplash

• 5 Rs of Permissions: The 5 Rs of OER is a derivative of the 5 R Permissions of OER by Lumen 

Learning, licensed under CC BY 4.0

• https://www.flickr.com/photos/bocko-m/8179662807/in/dateposted/

https://unsplash.com/@goian?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/learning?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@johnschno?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/digital?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@jdiegoph?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/digital?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@moraisr?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/magazines?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@markuswinkler?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/find?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@glenncarstenspeters?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/writing?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@heylagostechie?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/teach?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@fabiolucas_foto?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/teachers?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/@simonesecci?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/question?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://open.bccampus.ca/files/2014/10/BCOER_poster_11x17.pdf
https://bccampus.ca/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://unsplash.com/@azharr?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/mystery-man?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://lumenlearning.com/about/whats-oer/
https://lumenlearning.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

